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What job roles are in the audience today?

a. K–12 public or charter school teachers

b. K–12 public or charter school administrators

c. University faculty

d. Evaluator or researcher

e. Other
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Certificate of Completion

• You can receive a Certificate of Completion if you complete at 

least 90% of this webinar

‒ Email askncela@manhattanstrategy.com
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How to Take Part in This 
Webinar

• Click the “Q&A” button to ask content questions at 

any point.

• Click the “Chat” button to ask technical questions at 

any point.

• A PDF of the presentation and the recording will be 

made available shortly after the webinar at 

https://ncela.ed.gov/Webinars.
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Like & Follow OELA on Social Media
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Follow OELA on Twitter

@ASKNCELA1

Like OELA on Facebook

@ED.OELA

Follow OELA on LinkedIn
@OELA

Hashtag
#ELsPath2Graduation
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Opening & Welcome
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Dr. Aída Walqui

WestED
Dr. Karen Thompson

Oregon State University

Dr. Ilana Umansky

University of Oregon
Dr. Supreet Anand

Deputy Director, 

OELA 
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Agenda

▪ Opening and Welcome

▪ Panel Discussion

▪ Q&A

▪ NCELA Resources 
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Resources for Equitable Practices

English Learner “Dear Colleague” Letter — Guidance to Ensure Equal 

Opportunities for English Learners

https://www.justice.gov/crt/guidance-ensure-equal-opportunities-english-learner-students

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf

IES-NCER Research and Development Center

National Research and Development Center to Improve Education for Secondary English Learners 
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https://www.justice.gov/crt/guidance-ensure-equal-opportunities-english-learner-students
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
http://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/


Among 2017-18 Oregon students ever classified as English learners, 

the proportion who are currently classified as ELs and the proportion 

who were formerly classified ELs, by grade

IES Grant R305C200008

For more on understanding outcomes 
for students currently and formerly 
classified as English learners, see this 
policy brief.

https://osu-wams-blogs-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/blogs.dir/2267/files/2019/12/CurrentFormerEverNeverPolicyBriefFinal.pdf


Oregon four-year adjusted cohort graduation rates, by 

language proficiency group, 2019-20

Language proficiency group Four-year 

graduation rate

Adjusted 

cohort size

Former English learner students 86% 6,532

Classified as English learners any time 

in high school

65% 2,175

Ever classified as English learners 

(current + former)

81% 8,707

Never classified as English learners 83% 36,972

IES Grant R305C200008



• Course failure

• Repeated courses

• Missing core content areas in schedule

• Incomplete schedules

• Disproportionate placement in remedial and/or non-credit bearing classes

• Slow progress toward credits required for graduation

• Chronic absenteeism and/or disengagement

These are warning signs and offer an opportunity for intervention

IES Grant R305C200008



Leveled

• E.g. honors, 

remedial.

Exclusionary

• E.g. ELA, math, 

electives.

Parallel

• E.g. sheltered, 

bilingual.

Forms of EL course tracking

IES Grant R305C200008



Percentage of 9th graders enrolled in content area courses, by 

language proficiency classification (2013-14 through 2015-16)
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Related policy brief 
available here.

https://osu-wams-blogs-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/blogs.dir/2267/files/2019/12/CoursetakingPolicyBriefFinal.pdf


State and 
district 
policies

Reclassification 
policies 

Curricular 
intensification 

policies 

Extended 
instructional 

time 

School 
composition

School and 
programmatic 

decisions

Advanced 
course 

offerings 

College 
preparatory 
programs

Course 
placement 

policies

Bilingual 
instruction and 

programs 

Class and peer 
composition

School 
staffing

Teacher 
professional 
training and 

characteristics

Counselor 
caseload

Vazquez et al., 2021



A high challenge/high support pedagogy

high challenge

low challenge

high supportlow support

‘APPRENTICESHIP’ 

ZONE (ZPD)

‘FRUSTRATION’ 

ZONE

‘COMFORT’ 

ZONE

‘TWILIGHT’ 

ZONE

(Walqui, 2007, adapted from Mariani, 1997 

and Gibbons, 2009)

IES Grant R305C200008
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Additional Resources
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https://education.oregonstate.edu/odeosu-english-language-
learner-partnership-research-symposium
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https://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/
improve-course-access-of-els

https://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/improve-course-access-of-els


https://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/

resources-what-can-teachers-do

https://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/resources-what-can-teachers-do


https://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/

resources-what-can-leaders-do

https://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/resources-what-can-leaders-do
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National Clearinghouse for English 

Language Acquisition (NCELA) Resources
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Resources: 

New NCELA Webpage
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https://ncela.ed.gov/new-ensuring-continuity-learning-and-operations
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Additional OELA Resources
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NCELA Website: https://ncela.ed.gov/

OELA Brief: Integrating Language While Teaching Math

OELA Brief: Integrating Language While Teaching Science

OELA Podcast: Supporting ELs With Interrupted Formal 

Education: Research And Practices From The Field – Parts 

1 and 2

Fact Sheet: High School Graduation Rates for English 

Learners 

Fact Sheet: Career and College Readiness for English 

Learners
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https://ncela.ed.gov/
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/briefs/20210125-Math-Brief-508.pdf
https://ncela.ed.gov/teacher-resources#IntegrateSTEM
https://ncela.ed.gov/teacher-resources#SupportELP1
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/20200916-ELGraduationRatesFactSheet-508.pdf
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/FactSheet_CollegeCareerReadiness_021220_508.pdf
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Contact Information
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Melissa Escalante

Management and Program Analyst, OELA

Melissa.Escalante@ed.gov

202-401-1407

NCELA
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You!

Thank you!
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