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Objective 

•
•

Overview of Standards: ELPA21, WIDA, California 
Using ELD Standards in YOUR context 
–
–

–

How do you prepare teachers to work with standards? 
What challenges do you encounter preparing teachers 
to work with Standards? 
How could the newest ELD/ELD Standards be an 
opportunity for collaboration between 
mainstream/content teachers and ESL/ELD teachers? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Objective is to consider the role  and use of ELP/ELD Standards in your local context. To prepare for that discussion, I will provide a brief overview of the key features of three major sets of ELP/ELD Standards in use across the U.S.: ELPA21 ELP Standards, WIDA ELD Standards, and the California ELD Standards. Think about these three questions.



ELD Standards used across the U.S. 

WIDA ELD Standards ELPA21 ELD Standards 

State-developed  ELD Standards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
States can choose to develop their own ELD standards, like CA, NY, AZ, CT, or join a consortium of states who use the same set of Standards. ELPA21 and WIDA are the two main ELL consortia.



ELPA21 



ELPA 21 ELP Standards 
•

•
•

•

Developed by WestEd and the Understanding Language 
Initiative at Stanford University through CCSSO 
Grades K, 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, 9-12 
Intended for use by both ESL/ELD teachers and content 
teachers  
Focus on 
–
–
–

“Critical language, 
Knowledge about language, and  
Skills using language  

…that are in college-and-career-ready standards and that are 
necessary for English language learners (ELLs) to be 
successful in schools” (CCSS0, 2013) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 10 ELP Standards are designed for collaborative use by English as a second language (ESL)/English language development (ELD) and content area teachers in both English language development and content-area instruction. Explicit recognition that language acquisition takes place across the content areas fosters collaboration among educators and benefits ELLs’ learning experiences.  (page 5)



Focus on Language Functions & Forms 

•

•

•

What do students do with language to 
accomplish content-specific tasks? 
Vocabulary, grammar, and discourse specific to 
a content area 
ELP levels: “What might an ELL’s language use 
look like at each ELP level as he or she 
progresses toward independent participation 
in grade-appropriate activities?” (CCSSO, 
2013) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10  Standards involve the language necessary for ELLs to engage in the content specific practices associated with ELA, Literacy, Math, and Science (and micro-level linguistic features necessary for meaning making)



10 ELPA 21 ELD Standards 

(CCSSO, 2013, p. 6) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standards 1 through 7 involve the language necessary for ELLs to engage in the central content-specific practices associated with ELA & Literacy, mathematics, and science. They begin with a focus on extraction of meaning and then progress to engagement in these practices. 
Standards 8 through 10 home in on some of the more micro-level linguistic features that are undoubtedly important to focus on, but only in the service of the other seven standards. 
Focus on 3 as example to illustrate how the Standards are meant to be understood and used



Organization by Language Domain 

(CCSSO, 2013, p. 7) 
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Presentation Notes
Receptive, productive, and interactive



Standard 3, Grade 1, ELP Levels 1 – 5  

(CCSSO, 2013, p. 9) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standards outline for each grade band and standards, what an ELL can be expected to do at the end of each proficiency level.



Supporting Tools 

•

•

•

Correspondences with CCSS for Math and 
NGSS Practices 
Correspondences with CCSS for ELA and 
Literacy Standards 
“Practices”: behaviors of students as they 
grow in expertise in a content area over their 
school career; encompasses skill as well as 
knowledge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Practices involves skill as well as knowledge, not just one or the other. Want to emphasize students behaviors as well as their expertise 



 



10 standards 

(CCSSO, 2013, p. 20) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same example of Standard 3…expanded to show correspondences with content-specific practices



WIDA Standards 



WIDA ELD Standards “Amplification” 

(WIDA Consortium, 2012, p. v) 



Five WIDA ELD Standards  

1. English language learners communicate for 
Social and Instructional purposes within the 
school setting 

2. English language learners communicate 
information, ideas and concepts necessary for 
academic success in the content area of 
Language Arts 

3. …Mathematics 
4. …Social Studies 
5. …Science 



Five Proficiency Levels 

1. Entering 
2. Emerging 
3. Developing 
4. Expanding 
5. Bridging 



(WIDA Consortium, 2012, p. 7) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Originally the criteria used to define the levels of language development were linguistic complexity, language control, and vocabulary usage. In the 2012 amplification, you see the discourse level, sentence level, and word/phrase level. Also added the socio-cultural context….



(WIDA Consortium, 2012, p. 25) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of the features of academic language at the different proficiency levels. WIDA calls these “expanded matrices” whose examples show language that can be part of language objectives for a content lesson



Performance Definitions and Indicators 

•

•

Receptive and Productive: 
– Describe what ELLs will produce or comprehend 

toward the end of each level of English language 
proficiency, with instructional support, at the 
discourse, sentence, and word/phrase level 

Model Performance Indictors: 
–
–
–

Language function 
Content stem 
Supports 



(WIDA Consortium, 2012, p. 24) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explicit connection to state content standards
Example context for language use
Example cognitive function/demand




(WIDA Consortium, 2012, p. 16) 



California ELD Standards 



California ELD Standards 

•

•

•

Developed by CA with technical assistance 
from WestEd 
Do not replace CCSS for ELA, but amplify the 
language knowledge, skills, and abilities that 
are critical for ELs’ success in school 
Designed to be used by all those who teacher 
academic content and ELD in all different 
settings, e.g., newcomer program, structured 
English immersion, dual language, and so on 



Three Proficiency Levels 

•

•

•

Emerging: quick progress, English used for 
immediate needs, and beginning to understand 
and use academic vocabulary 
Expanding: students challenged to learn more 
variety in vocabulary and linguistic structures 
Bridging: high level English skills, transition to full 
engagement in grade-level academic activities 

…though all ELLs should participate fully in content 
areas with carrying degrees of scaffolding 



Proficiency Level Descriptors 

•

•

Describe expectations within each level 
–
–
–

Overall proficiency 
Early stage 
Exit stage for each level 

Describe three levels of linguistic support 
–
–
–

Substantial 
Moderate 
Light  

Depends on the familiarity and complexity of the ta
sk and topic, as well as on the student’s English lang
uage proficiency level 



(California Department of Education, 2012, p. 8) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example shows proficiency descriptors and support for the Emerging and Expanding levels



Proficiency Level Descriptors (cont’d) 

•

•

Describe two dimensions of knowledge of 
language 
– Metalinguistic awareness 
– Accuracy of production 

Detail three modes of communication 
–
–
–

 

Collaborative 
Interpretive 
Productive 

 



(California Department of Education, 2012, p. 12) 



Organization of Standards (for each 
grade)  

•
•

•

Section 1:  Goal, Critical Principles, & Overview 
Section 2: Elaboration on Critical Principles for 
Developing Language & Cognition in Academic 
Contexts 
–
–
–

Part I: Interacting in Meaningful Ways   
Part II: Learning About How English Works  
Part III: Using Foundational Literacy Skills  

Indicate corresponding CCSS Standard 



Example Snapshot 



Commonalities 

•

•
•

•
•

Intend to have clear connection to content 
standards 
Intend to recognize students’ backgrounds 
Intend to focus on ELLs’ language 
development and their academic success 
Recognize language development is not linear 
Others? 
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Discussion 

•
•
•
•
 
 

Group 1: WIDA Standards 
Group 2: WIDA Standards 
Group 3: other Standards 
Group 4: other Standards 
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Guiding Questions 

•

•

•

How do you prepare teachers to work with 
standards? 
What challenges do you encounter preparing 
teachers to work with Standards? 
How could the newest ELD/ELD Standards be 
an opportunity for collaboration between 
mainstream/content teachers and ESL/ELD 
teachers? 
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